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FRAP PROOF-OF-CONCEPT GRANT 2026
Objective: 
This grant aims to support proof-of-concept studies or studies designed to generate preliminary data that can lead to applications for larger research grants. It is also intended to foster high-risk/high-gain research in collaborative projects. At least two teams must be involved per project. This call for project is open to non-FRAP teams, but the project must be led by a FRAP team. A project involving only FRAP teams is possible. A list of the 15 FRAP research teams can be found at: https://www.frap-network.org/Equipes?lang=en. 
Grant Details: 
Awarded amount: 		€50,000
Project Duration: 		1 year
Application deadline:  	July 15, 2026, midnight.
Notification of outcome:	September 2026
Application process
An open call for research proposals will run from June 1 to July 15, 2026. Lead investigators must submit applications via the official FRAP website: https://www.frap-network.org/Depot-de-candidature?lang=en.
Eligibility criteria
The lead investigator / applicant must:
· Be part of a FRAP-dedicated research team.
· Early-career researchers must show they are based in an environment that supports the continued development of the project beyond the proof-of-concept stage.
· Postdocs with the condition that they demonstrate their salary covers the FRAP funding period.
· The applicant cannot be involved in more than one project as a PI, and 1 Project as a collaborator.
Please note that incomplete applications cannot be considered.
Research Project Requirements:
The proposed project should:
· Have the potential to directly impact and improve the understanding of pancreatic adenocarcinoma biology, diagnosis and/or treatment.
· Involve ground-breaking scientific or technological approaches, where preliminary results are needed to strengthen future applications to national or international funding bodies.
· Must differ from other funded projects within the applying team.
Projects should have a clear clinical or biological significance. Appropriate topics may include, but are not limited to, studies on
· Pancreatic adenocarcinoma tumour biology
· Epidemiology and exposome 
· Clinical outcomes/Patient quality of life
· Novel treatment strategies
· Translational research projects 
Evaluation Process
A committee of independent external FRAP reviewers will assess proposals based on scientific quality, novelty, and potential benefit to patients.
Funding and Budget Allocation
Funding may be used for:
· Administrative project work at the site of PI and/or collaborating centers
· Research costs (consumables) 
· Student internship stipends
The review committee (external international board) will assess whether the proposed budget is appropriate.
Important notes:
· The same leading PI may not receive the Proof-of-Concept Grant in 2 consecutive years. However, groups are encouraged to participate in other funded collaborative projects. A PI that received the FRAP Young Researcher grant can apply. 

· Grant funds must be used within the financial year in which they are received. In exceptional and justified cases, a deferral may be granted.
Application Form – Proof of Concept GRANT		
1. Contact Data of Applicant 
	Last Name:	
	
	First Name(s):

	Title(s):
	
	Gender:

	Birth Date:
	
	

	Email: 	
	
	Phone:

	Institution
	
	

	Name: 	
	
	Website:

	Full Address 
(WORK): 


Contact Data and Written Commitment of Collaborators/Collaborating Institutions 
Please upload the written commitments of all collaborators (including an estimation of the sample size / number of patients they will contribute) as an appendix in the online application form. 
	

	[bookmark: _Toc86323030]- Copy for additional collaborating institutions. - 




PI and Study Team Research Experience and Expertise
	[bookmark: _Hlk522788021]Briefly describe why the study team ie well-suited for this project. Relevant factors may include aspects of the PI’s CV, such as training, previous experimental work on this or related topics, technical expertise, leadership capabilities, collaborators, mentors and scientific environment, and past performance in this or other related fields. Additionally, describe the composition and suitability of the study team and collaborators to conduct this project.  Added value of the consortium.
(No more than 2 pages). 
Note: CV of all team leaders (maximum 2 pages each) must be provided separately and can be uploaded as a single combined document.

	



[bookmark: _Hlk522788157]
Education and Training
	Institution and Location
	Degree
(if applicable)
	Started
MM/YYYY
	Completed MM/YYYY
	Field of Study

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Position and Honours 
	Please list, in chronological order, positions relevant to this application, starting with the earliest and ending with your present position. 

	





Selected Peer-reviewed Publications 
	[bookmark: _Hlk522788127]Citation 1

	Citation 2

	Citation 3

	Citation 4

	Citation 5

	Citation 6

	Citation 7

	Citation 8

	Citation 9

	Citation 10



[bookmark: _Toc86323037][bookmark: _Hlk522788298]Research Plan (no more than 5 pages) containing the following elements 
Applicants may choose to complete the section below or upload a separate document with the required information. If a document is uploaded, please ensure it is clearly referenced in this section.
	1. 
2. 
3. 
Title and Summary (<200 words)


	Background and clinical significance

	Preliminary data
Is preliminary data already available?  	                                                                   yes ☐	 no ☐     

If yes, please provide a brief summary below:


	Specific aims

	Methods
Please provide a general description of the methods you will apply in the project. Additionally, outline the role of each team involved in the project.


	Statistical analysis 
(preferably reviewed by a biostatistician)
Statistical justification for the project design is available 		yes ☐	 no ☐     
	 


	Feasibility analysis
Please provide your feasibility analysis and include the following information: 
· The total number of patients/specimens expected, as well as the contribution from each individual collaboration partner.
· Are your collaboration partners willing to share tissue/serum? (If applicable, please include this information in your commitment statement) 
									              yes ☐	 no ☐        
· Is ethical committee approval available for all collaboration partners?	
                                                                                                       		              yes ☐	 no ☐       


	Time plan and milestones



	Expected results and envisioned further research plan


[bookmark: _Toc86323038]
Estimated Budget and Co-Funding 
Applicants may choose to complete the section below or upload a separate document with the required information. If a document is uploaded, please ensure it is clearly referenced in this section.
	4. 
Co-funding sources for the grant project
Is co-funding by other sources required for the project? 	  yes ☐	 no ☐    

		If no, kindly provide a brief explanation:


		If yes, please state any co-funding you already have obtained for the project:


	Budget Outline
Please provide a detailed budget for the entire project, indicating the positions covered by this grant application as well as any other sponsors.
Additionally, provide a breakdown of the budget for each individual partner involved in the project.
The funds can be used to support: 
· administrative work at the site of the PI and/or the collaborating centres (salaries)
· research costs (consumables) 
· project-related travel costs



☐ 	I have read and understood all the conditions outlined in the Statement of Purpose (SOP): FRAP Proof-of-Concept Grant and the Grants Guidelines documents.
Signature: _____________________________________
Name, Date, Location
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